The effect of promoting intrauterine attachment in primiparas on postdelivery attachment.
Twenty-two women participated in a modified replicate study which examined the effects of prenatal maternal attachment behaviors during first pregnancies. A pretest reflected the degree of maternal-fetal attachment behaviors and attitudes already formed. The women in the experimental group received three interventions aimed at directing the mothers' attentions toward their fetuses. The remaining women received routine prenatal care only. All mothers were observed once in the first few days postpartum to assess maternal attachment behaviors. Data analysis did not substantiate the findings of the earlier study. Factors identified in the added pretest may have accounted for this difference.